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creation. Let us, through prayer and charity and repentance, annul the stern
decree.” In Unsane Tokef we say, "Let us tell how utterly holy this day is, and
how awe-inspiring. It is a day in which Your majesty will be exalted and Your
throne shall be established in mercy, and You shall sit upon it in truth.” The
great shofar is sounding. A gentle whisper is heard. The angels, quaking with
fear, say, "The day of judgment is here to bring the hosts of high to justice,
and, indeed, they are not guiltless in Thy sight.”

This is the message of the High Holidays. G-d is awesome. We are but a cog
in the machine, 2 link in history, but we know that G-d needs us. G-d wants to
have a relationship with us. We are important because of this relationship. We
have a part to play in bringing redemption to the world. However, we cannot
force G-d to do anything. We have perfect faith that all G-d does, He does for
our own good. If we follow all the commandments, we have not been assured
that we will become millionaires. We have not even been assured that we will
not even be free from problems, but we have been assured that we will be given

the strength to overcome these problems and be people who will be able to lead

useful, purposeful, meaningful lives.
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Yom Kippur reminds us that the sin of the golden calf was that the Jewish
people then did not want to have a real relationship with G-d. They wanted to
be able to control G-d. They flinched when G-d offered them a relationship and
said, "Send Moshe into the darkness, into the ambiguity.” They wanted to
stand from afar. We know that if we pray, do teshuva, and give charity, our
lives will be uplifted, and we will be able to have a wonderful relationship with
G-d. Heaven on earth, according to the Jewish tradition, is when you are close
to Gd, and'hell on earth is when you are far removed from Him.

LctusallhopeandpraythatthisYomKippurwewillrenewourtclaﬁonship
with G-d, and, thus, be granted a New Year of health, happiness, prosperity,
and spiritual uplifiment. On behalf of my wife and myself, I wish youall a
Gemar Chaseema Tova.
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Yom Kippur celebrates a historical event. On this day, G-d forgave the Jewish
people for the sin of the golden calf. This day became at that moment and for
all time the day of forgiveness. For in that act of forgiveness, G-d irrevocably
and irretrievably asserted that no matter how far we may have gone astray, we
can always be forgiven if we admit our etrors, and determine never to repeat
them. We can return, and we can have a close relationship with Him. We can
continue to be partners with G-d, and once again lead uplifting, spiritual lives.

How the Jewish people could have worshipped the golden calf a scant 40 days
afier they had an encounter with G-d defies reason and logic.  After all, each
had heard G—dspmktoﬂlemwhancuncredtheTenCommndmcmsat
Mount Sinai. Each of them felt the overwhelming presence of G-d. Even those
rabbis who say that the Jewish people heard only the first two commandments
and not the rest, still maintain that the Jewish people still heard and felt Gd's
presence. The Jewish people were at the height of closeness with G-d. Yet,
just 40 days later, they worshipped the golden calf.

Perhaps we can understand this if we read the Torah portion, Yisro, closely
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how right after hearing the Ten Commandments, the Jewish people came to
Moshe and said, "Speak with us, and we will hear, but do not have G-d speak
with us lest we will die.” Moshe tried to calm them down by saying, "Do not
fear, for to elevate you has G-d come so that the awe of Him should be on your
faces so you shall not sin, and the people stood at a distance, and Moshe
approached to the darkness where there was G-d." When the Ten
Commandments were given, it says, "And all the people saw the thunder and
the lightning and the voice of the shofar and the mountain smoking, and the
people saw and trembled, and they stood from afar.” Here the Jewish people
had prepared for three days for this encounter with G-d, and then when the time
came, they flinched. ThcycouldnottakethefearofG-d,meuncemintyof
their situation. Instead, they asked Moshe to enter into the thick darkness and
get G-d's word and bring it back to them. They stood from afar.

In the Torah portion, Ekev, we learn, "And now Israel, what does G-d ask
from you? Only to fear Him, to go in all His ways, and to love Him." The
fear that is expressed here is that of awe. We do not know G-d's ways. G-d's
Wways are murky. We cannot predict what G-d will do. Our mind is not Gd's
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mind. What G-d chooses to do, we may not have chosen to do. After all, G-d
chose Moshe Rabbeinu to lead the Jewish people out of Egypt to the land of
Isracl. How could He have chosen such a leader? Moshe was a man who
spent not one day in slavery; a man who was raised as an Egyptian prince, who
hardly spoke Hebrew. In fact, that is how some rabbis explain Moshe's
stuttering: he could hardly speak in Hebrew. He deserted his people and
married a Midianite girl, and even, according to the Midrash, agreed to raise
his eldest son as a pagan. How could he have been chosen to lead the Jewish
people? It is similar to today how some people cannot understand how Hertzl
and Ben Gurion could have been chosen to be leaders of the Jewish people. G-

d's ways are mysterious,

The Jewish people, at the time of Mount Sinai, could not understand a G-d Who
was not under their control. They wanted to control the relationship they had
with G-d. That is the essence of paganism and magic. Magic says that if you
sayccrtain(hingsinacertainorder,G-dhastoobeyyou. It is similar to a
computer today. Ifyoupushexacﬂytheﬁglnlcﬂersamdots,ﬂlecomputerhas

to come up with the right answer. However, if you miss one dot, you will not
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get the right answer. Magic means you can force the gods to do what you
want. Pagans, t0o, believed if you gave the gods the right sacrifices or you had

them incarnate in the right vessels, you could contro] them,

Judaism believes that you can never control G-d. You cannot force G-d to do
anything. G-dhassaiddthewamsjusticeandkindnmsandlovea.ndmercy.
but He never said that if we do all these things we would have no problems.
Heonlyprqmisedusmatifwedomesemings,Hewillgiveusthest.m:gthto
Overcome our problems. We cannot force G-d to do anything. Religion is not
aninsurancepoﬁcywherebyifwcdoceminmings,G-dwiudoceminﬂ:ings.
We have perfect faith that if we will observe His commandments and laws, it
will be good for us. It will be good for us internally, spiritually. We will have
a happier and better life because our attitude will be better. We know that we
areonlyalinkinﬂlechain:G-dhaspronﬁsedthatﬂze]ewishpeoplewillbe
redeemed:thatdleMashiachwﬂlevenmmy come; and the world, itself, will be
redeemed through our redemption. His promises will be kept. However, how
we fit into this scheme is difficult to know. Qur time is limited. Each of us
will die. Eachofus,mough,inhisownway.hastocmsedﬁsdreamto
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continue, if by doing nothing more than educating our children to believe in this
dream, and working for it. Any relationship we have with G-d has much
ambiguity in it. We are not to stand from afar, as the Jewish people did at
Mount Sinai. We are to enter into this ambiguity, as Moshe did.

In no relationship can one party control the other. Those who seek a marriage
relationship of complete control find that they have no relationship, or have one
that has become abusive. Each of us must risk rejection, repudiation, or being
run roughshod over. We cannot control another person and have any
rclaﬁonslﬁpwiﬂxﬂmnﬂ]athasmming. this does not mean, though, we should
shy away from relationships.

OneofthemeaningsoﬂhefmofG—disthatwemnnotpredjctwhat(;-dwill
do, and how He will do. We love Him nonetheless. We know that everything
Hcdoch;dowultinmtelyforourowngood, even if at the time we cannot
perceive it. Even the persecutions and the Holocaust that our people endured
must serve some purpose, although we do not know what it is ultimately. We
do not know where we have come from, and we do not know where we are
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going, so we do not have the whole picture. We do know, though, that in this

world, we are partners with G-d.

That is the theme of the High Holidays. That's why we blow the shofar. The
shofar is an uncertain note. It is not only a cail to repent, but it also reflects
our situation. We do not have control. Sometimes we camnot even get a note
out of the shofar. The sound of the shofar, itself, is temous. We have not
onlythestraightnoteofwccms.theteldah,butwealsohavemeshevorimand
teruah because in life we have also sobbing and moaning sounds.

On Yom Kippur, we stand before G-d proclaiming, "G-d, we know that we
have to provide for ourselves. We have to provide food and water. We have
totakecareofourbodiaandpmpagatetomakesureﬂxerewiﬂbcanext
generation. However, ultimately we rely on You, We need Your help. You
have to provide the conditions which allow us to help ourselves. G-d, we need
You to provide the opportunity for us to obtain our food and our clothing, our
shoes and our future, and our health, We know we cannot control our

relationship with You. However, let us continue to be Your partners in




